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Examination of simplifying the rail welding process requiring no special skills

OTakuya Inoue,

Kenichi Takao, (West Japan Railway Company)

Rail welding is an essential and important in track maintenance work, but since it requires special and

highly skills and it is not easy to secure workers. It is considered that simplifying the rail welding process

so that it does not require special skills. For conventional lines, differentiating standards according to the

line section grade and simplifying process with some devices are considered. In anticipation of the

introducing thermite welding on the Shinkansen line, countermeasures for center-line shrinkage are

considered, which is the main cause of breakage.
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