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"Bi-Modal Transportation System based on Coupling/decoupling Buses

OMorimasa Hayashida, Toshihiro Takeuchi, Tomonori Hasegawa, Nozomi Kudo,

Hirotaka Mori, Yoshiharu Hiki, Yasuhiro Sato, Hiroyuki Ohno and Takeshi Mizuma
(National Traffic Safety and Environment Laboratory)

A new type dual mode transportation system called as "Bi-modal Transportation (BMT)" have been under
development for several years. The BMT is based on technology of buses, and it has characteristics both
of guided transportation and conventional road transportation. The technical points of this system are
non-contact vehicle guidance, mechanical coupling/decoupling, automatic wheel steering and operation
supporting etc. Two experimental BMT vehicles with non-step low floor have been built up, and proving
tests have been carried out. Further, the system optimization and the evaluation of introducing the BMT

to medium-sized cites are being put into practice..
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