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A Short History of Registration and Designation on Japanese Railway Heritages
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In December 1908, Railway Agency of Japan (R.A.].) decided preservation of railway heritages and documents in Japan. Many
railway heritages and documents were collected and some of them were exhibited at the Tokyo Central Station in those days.
This was the start of Railway Museum in Japan. After the great carthquake disaster in September 1923 at Kanto district, Railway
Museum removed to Mansei-bashi station of Chuo trunk line. After the Second World War, this museum renamed as Transport
Museum. In April 1949, the Japanese National Railways Public Corporation (JNR) established. In October 1958, JNR designated
first Railway Heritages and Quasi Railway Heritages were designated in October 1963, In April 1987, JNR was divided into
seven private railway companies. The West Japan Railway Co. (JR West) succeeded the system of railway heritage registration,
designation and new system sirated in October 2004. In October 2008, JR West designated 0-Series Shinkansen Electric Multiple
Units as Railway Heritage. In this presentation, a short history of Japanese Railway Heritage registration,designation and their

historical significance from the viewpoint of history of technology will be explained.
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