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PRACTICAL RESEARCH IN CIVIL ENGINEERING: PERSPECTIVES AND
METHODS

Kiyoshi KOBAYASHI

The practical issues to be resolved by the civil engineers request the tans-border intellects far beyond their
traditional scopes of civil engineering as well as the compound structure of various associated disciplines.
The practical research involves thoughtfully considering one’s own experiences in applying knowledge to
practice while being coached by professionals in the discipline. The practical research integrates the tech-
nological rationality characterized by universality, logics, and objectivity, and the systems of professional
thoughts managing specific, symbolic and active practice. In this paper, the author tries to summarize the
contemporary aspects surrounding the practices in civil engineering and present the fundamental require-
ments, thought process, and evaluation schemes of practical research.
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