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Study on Emergency Management against Natural Disasters in U.S.

By Hirotaka HIYAMA

This study of emergency management against natural disaster in U.S. is focused on the measure of coordination

for response relative to central and local government and first responders. In addition, it also includes the

structure and communication under National Response Plan and Emergency Support Function. After the terrorists

attacked the World Trade Center on September 11, 2001, the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) was

established for the sake of preventing from the terrorists attack and mitigating the damage. The reorganization as

DHS including Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) for integrating information between

departments for emergency management has the issues of the lack of communication for decision makers. The

NRP consisting of Federal Response Plan and other emergency management plans is not also clarified about

structure and communication as emergency management is needed immediately. This paper shows the proposal of

improving Japan’s emergency management, as the case study of Hurricane Katrina in U.S. is conducted.
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