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Dredge work of waterway designated to be developed and preserved

Abstract

Susumu Ogura By Chubu Regional Bureau, MLIT
Yoshio Tanabe By Chubu Regional Bureau, MLIT
Kazunori Nagase By Chubu Regional Bureau, MLIT

In the majority of cases, infrastructure construction projects for a build-up of social assets are considered

undesirable for preservation of natural environment. Hence, an exacting demand for finding ways of reaching

a compromise between industrial development and environmental protection.

Two projects were drawn up with respect to the Mikawa Bay that is located in the central part of Japan. One

was aimed to facilitate navigation through the Nakayama waterway that is situated at the opening of the bay

and known for existence of sunken rocks and other snags detrimental to smooth passage of large vessels. The

other was to prevent soils of the bay bottom from rapidly deteriorating in quality. Called a sea-area

environment creative undertaking, these projects were formed into a system where their respective work

elements were made complementary to each other when an agreément was reached to that effect among those

concerned. Among improvements that have been made through execution of the projects are a reduction in

construction cost, avoidance of another possible impact to the environment that could result from a dredged

sand and soil disposal plant, if built, and amelioration of sea-area surroundings through recycling of dredged

sand. As a result, a compromise has ideally been made between construction of infrastructure that will serve

for the growth of regional economy and preservation as well as creation of the environment.
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