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A study on road asset management of local governments in Japan

By Masayuki Kurihara

There is a 1,170,000km road network in Japan. While specially important trunk roads such as expressways
and national highways are managed by the national government or the organizations related to the government,
the other roads are managed by prefectural governments and municipal governments. Relatively, the former
shares heavy traffic and the latter have a large amount of road facilities.

The budget for road network management is planned and allocated to each road administration authorities by
the long-range plans and the allocation systems in accordance with national road strategies. However, the
budget for road management is not enough for the expenditure required for new investments, maintenance and
operations. In particular, the local governments are facing the shortage of the budget for the maintenance of

their road assets and the sustainable road transport..

This paper overviews the financial condition of the road assets, activities of road management. Then it verifies
the issues of the above, then makes a suggestion to the solution of it.
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