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A Study of the Social Meanings of “Violation” of Japanese Construction Workers

By Hubin SONG and Masahiko KUNISHIMA

Many studies concerning construction safety and many accident reports have shown that unsafe behavior or

“violation” committed by workers are the major causes of accidents at construction sites. Those efforts for

uncovering accident causes, however, have not paid enough attention to social meanings of violation. It is

necessary to consider social and organizational factors which may be the latent sources of accidents. According to

the result of applying fieldwork method to two construction sites, this paper interprets social meanings of

violation defined by construction workers, which, in particular, reveals conflicts between compliance with

safety-related rules and values being pursuing by workers, such as reward, upper movement and job performance.
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