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A Discussion on the Effects of the Information Concerning Policy-Formulation Processes on
Political Communication

By Yuki KANNO and Masahide HORITA

Since the introduction of the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) in 1990, increasing attention has been paid
to disclosure of policy-related information in Japan; however, few have tackled the problem of its
implication for the democratic policy process. This paper aims at analyzing how the FOIA has been and
should be implemented from the perspective of deliberative democracy. A case study has been carried out on
a conflict over the construction of Okamoto Museum in Kawasaki. Results of a discourse analysis reveal that
policy-makers tend not to disclose information concerning policy-formulation processes when their policies
are thought more of their own judgement rather than what they call “scientific reasoning”. This paper calls
for a new system that enables the citizens to share policy-makers heuristic knowledge and decision rationale.
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