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Evaluation for Public Sport Facilities;
A Proposal of a Qualitative Evaluation Method using Cognitive Mapping

By Naofumi SUZUKI, Masahide HORITA and Masahiko KUNISHIMA

The fierce fiscal constraint today in Japan evokes the need for formal evaluation systems concerning the public
sport facilities. Since the public sport facilities are built for realizing various kinds of value: it is difficult to evaluate them
using only economic or other quantitative factors. This paper argues for the use of the qualitative methodologies. Though a
number of methods have been proposed in this orientation, none of them appears to be universally agreed as useful for the
evaluation of the public sport facilities. The objectives of this research are thus to investigate how policy makers evaluate the -
- facilities and to propose a qualitative method specially designed for that purpose. A revised cognitive mapping technique has
been developed, where ‘grounded theory’ have been employed. The result illustrates the variety of evaluation structures and
the conflict of value. This mapping technique could be useful as an alternative qualitative evaluation method.
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