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A Study on the Multi-tier Subcontracting Structure in the Construction Industry

The labor in the construction industry in Japan is often said to belong to one

of the least modernized and liberalized sectors. ¥e note that our construction

industry, due toits particular nature in the process of construction, has owed

its progressand development much to the support of multi-tier subcontracting

structures consisting of numerous medium to small sized subcontractors, However, when the

modernization and liberalization of labor became a subject of discussion in the

postwar years, the multi-tier subcontracting structure in the construction industry

was branded as possessing typical feudalistic labor relations

In order to give a clear understanding of labor problems in the construction industry,

this paper presents; 1)Briefhistorical review of the development process of

construction industry in Japan, 2)Current multi-tier subcontracting situations

in the construction industry, 3)Existing labor problems and countermesures to improve

the situation.
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