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It is possible that young children may ingest harmful materials by their hand-to-mouth behaviors, and
their exposure to toxic substances depends on urban characteristics. In Asian some cities whose life styles
were different from each other, young children’s exposure to metals by contacting with various surfaces
was investigated, focusing on metals in their living environment. This study indicated that there are metals
such as lead around their environment, and that the amount of metals adhere to their hands
correspondingly. In addition, when many metals are attached onto children’s hands in a city, criteria of
hazardous materials in soil or paint was not set in the country. Therefore, these standards need to ‘be
determined in order to reduce the risk for their intake of metals through contact.
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