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A BEHAVIORIAL STUDY ON THE VISITORS AT THE GRADUALLY SLANTED
DRY RIVERBED OF THE ONGA RIVER IN NOGATA CITY

Akihiko HIGUCHI, Fumiko TAURA, Tadashi TAKAO, Naoyuki SATO
and Ryohei OKAMOTO

The renewal of dry riverbed with a gradual slope linked to the water of Onga River in Nogata City area

was completed in 2006. This paper aims to analyze the effect of the gradual slope on the change of the

visitor’s behavior. The movement of visitors at the dry riverbed was traced, and a series of on-site

interviews was conducted to more than two hundred visitors. The major findings include the followings.

a). The number of people who visited the Onga river has increased by 1.5 times after the renewal on

both weekdays and weekends. b). The improved scenery of the riverbed with easy access to the water

was one of the major causes to attract the visitors. ¢). Major design elements such as trees, open water

and the grass slope were the attractive factors to invite the visitors to walk on the grass.



