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CASE STUDIES ON THE CONVERSION OF DOWNTOWN STREET SPACE
TO PARK SPACE IN SAPPORO, SENDAI AND HIROSHIMA

Akihiko HIGUCHI, Chihiro MUTAGUCHI, Masahiko MANABE and Tadashi TAKAO

The objective of this paper is to identify major issues and applicable solutions for increasing pedestrian open

spaces in the urban street space. Three case studies on the ongoing downtown street space restructuring

projects in Sapporo, Sendai and Hiroshima were conducted. Major findings include the followings: a) Each

of the three projects tries to apply unique solutions on the areas of restructuring depending on the flexibility

of both physical arrangement and regulation control. b) The capability, creativity and experience of the

coordination agency is one of the critical factors of the successful management of the project. ¢) Close

communication with the police agency from the early stage of the project is another key element to drive the

project successfully.



