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   The subject of this paper is the history of rural landscape conservation by applying various ways of land
acquisition methods in Lincoln, Massachusetts.  A series of interviews to the city officials as well as the
local conservation groups was conducted to understand the half-a-century-long efforts of land conservation
in Lincoln.  The findings include the followings.  a). The land acquisition in Lincoln has been continued
under a strategically prepared scenario that was revised several times responding to the changes of the
development trends and the city’s financial environment.  b). Several tools and approaches including the
founding of Lincoln Land Conservation Commission and Rural Land Foundation as well as the invention of
the Creative Development were introduced besides town-driven land acquisition so that the town could
perform practical and effective land conservation.  c). And these efforts are still continuing with increasing
participation of the local citizens.
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