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The purpose of this paper is to evaluate the current condition of the historic stone walls in downtown

Izuhara as well as to discuss alternative ways of preserving those walls. The existing historic stone walls in

downtown Izuhara were surveyed and a series of interview was conducted to the wall owners. The major

findings include the followings. a). The majority of the wall owners have been voluntarily maintaining the

stone walls with recognition to the public value of them. b). The major business corporations as well as

public agencies that hold stone walls in their properties also understand the importance of the historic

preservation of the walls. c¢). It is not practical for the city to put the responsibility of the preservation only

over the wall owners considering the expense, and a new scheme of collaboration between the city and the

wall owners with some financial incentives attached is necessary to push forward the preservation efforts.
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