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UNDERSTANDING CHARACTERISTICS OF THE FRESHWATER FISH FAUNA
OF RIVERS IN KUMAMOTO AS BASIC KNOWLEDGE FOR RIVER
IMPROVEMENT IN CONSIDERATION OF RIVER ECOSYSTEM
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The purpose of this study is to clarify the characteristics of the freshwater fish fauna of rivers in
Kumamoto as basic knowledge for river improvement in consideration of river ecosystem. We analyzed
the fish date of the presence/absence of 39 freshwater fishes of 67 river systems using cluster analysis.
These fish data were collected by Kumamoto prefectural government from 1993 to 1999. As a result, the
rivers were divided into 6 classifications, and the characteristics of each fish fauna were shown. The fish
fauna and the number of fish species of each classification were affected by the river length, the number of
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classified as flow, presence or absence of the lowland, and the ocean currents.
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