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A STUDY ON THE LEVEE BREECH IN THE BACKWATER REACH
BASED ON THE INVESTIGATION OF THE PAST CASES
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Although levees are breached in the backwater reach as well as in the normal flow reach and the
damage resulting from a levee breach in the backwater reach of the main river can be as serious as that in
the main river itself, few studies on the levee breach in the backwater reach has been conducted.
Accordingly, we collected data of levee breaches in the backwater reach that occurred in recent years,
classified the collected breaches into two types according to the direction of flooding water flowing out of
the breached section and examined characteristics of each of the types and mechanism of widening of the
levee breach opening in the backwater reach.
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