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BACKGROUND OF NEW DEVELOPMENT PLAN AND FUTURE
DEVELOPMENT METHODS OF URBAN RIVERS IN TOKYO METROPOLIS
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The River Division of Tokyo Metropolitan Government (TMG) manages small and medium-sized rivers in
particularly urbanized areas. It performs maintenance to prevent rainfall of or above S0mm/h from overflowing as
well as the development of reservoirs and the splitting points of channels. However, due to the recent frequency of
rainfall exceeding S0mm/h, flooding has been occurring. Due to this, in June 2011, the TMG formed a committee of
academic and experienced professionals. Hence, in November 2012, the TMG published a new plan which introduces
the development of facilities capable of withstanding rainfall up to 75mm/h. Therefore, in this report, the general
history leading to the establishment of the new 75mm/h rainfall plan, the plans of future developments
and the following methods are described in detail : (1) a new development plan based on fluctuating
rainfall trends, (2) by detaining water from multiple watersheds in a connected underground reservoir, it
is possible to prevent flooding due to heavy local downpours.

Key Words : development, urban rivers, underground reservoir, multiple watersheds, Tokyo
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