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Japan has supported developing countries in promoting river projects for over the last half-century. The assistance
started with structural measures of construction works and technical transfer in planning, constructing and
maintaining structures, such as dams and river banks. The assistance has substantially contributed to socio-economic
development of the countries. From the mid-90s, Japan started a holistic approach including community-based
activities. This paper reviews the evolution of Japan’s assistance in the river sector. It was found that Japan is
emphasizing the community-based activities to resolve issues. These issues include limited contribution to poverty
reduction of the main purpose of official development assistance, limited development of non-structural measures,
and limited coordination with other sectors. Also, the paper argues current issues of climate change adaptation and
utilization of lessons form the Great East Japan Earthquake, and proposes practical approaches to address them.

Key Words: official development assistance, disaster risk management, community-based disaster
management, climate change adaptation, flood, Great East Japan Earthquake, non-structural measure
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