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AN ANALYSIS OF HUMAN DAMAGE CAUSED BY HEAVY RAINFALL
DISASTERS IN JAPAN FROM 2004 TO 2007
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The development and analysis of a database that will aid in the mitigation of human damage (that is, deaths or
missing persons) caused by natural disasters are very important, and a method for performing these tasks has been
established in Japan. First, we developed a victim database for heavy rainfall disaster events from 2004 to 2007, and
the victims were classified based on whether they were dead or missing. In the present study, we estimate whether
any loss was mitigated by the use of disaster information. It was estimated that, in the period studied, 33.1% of
potential deaths were prevented. Disaster information is a useful disaster mitigation measure, but there is a limit to its

effect.
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