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ENVIRONMENTAL PLAN (NATURE RESTORATION)
IN THE THREE-WAY BRANCHING AREA OF THE IBO RIVER
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The so-called "Sansenbunpa Area" (Three-way Branching Area), located along the lower reaches
(two to four kilometers from the river mouth) of the Ibo River, is a sandbar area along the river and its
two branches, the Naka River and the Moto River. The gravel riverbeds in the area have become smaller
in recent years because of the decreasing frequency of flood disturbances.

Currently, a nature restoration plan is under development for the Sansenbunpa Area. In the Naka
River, experimental work designed for gravel riverbed restoration was carried out in 2003. After
undergoing three floods in 2004, the gravel riverbeds have been maintained to this day.

This paper reports on the channel setting method used for the purpose of gravel riverbed restoration,
and also reports the results of the verification, made from the viewpoint of the physical conditions of the
river channel, of the mechanism by which the gravel riverbeds were restored by the 2004 floods.

Key Words : Nature restoration, gravelly riverbed, dimensionless attractive Jforce, Ibo River, Sansenbunpa
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