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CHARACTERISTICS OF SWEETFISH’S SPAWN BED IN THE YONESHIRO RIVER
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This paper reports the results of field observations about sweetfish’s spawn bed. The field observations
were carried out from 2001 to 2005 in the Yoneshiro River. The distribution of the spawn bed in the river was
observed, and the characteristics of flow and gravel were measured.

The sweetfish generally spawns at floating gravel, and the spawn beds were found at relatively stable rapids
on sandbars which locate between lower and middle reachs of the Segment 2-1 every year. It was remarkable
that the gravel size of bed material and the states in riverbed such as penetration depth are important factors for

spawn beds.

Based on a statistical analysis, a simple method was proposed to monitor the potential of each point to be a

spawn bed.

Key Words : sweetfish, spawn bed, formation factors, gravel size of bed material,
penetration depth, multivariate analysis, monitoring method
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