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ESTIMATION OF THE USUAL MIGRATION RANGE OF THE LOACH, MISGURNUS
ANGUILLICAUDATUS, IN UNLINED AGRICULTURAL CANALS
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In this study, we monitored marked individuals of the loach Misgurnus anguillicaudatus, one of the most
familiar fresh water fishes in Japanese paddy fields, at two unlined agricultural canals in Yatsu paddy fields,
Shitada-gawa River basin, Chiba Prefecture. The target canals were branches of the Shitada-gawa River and

located near each other. The following results were obtained: 1) Usual migration range for one month was within
200 to 300 m. 2) There was a strong positive correlation between the number of individuals that moved
downstream to the Shitada-gawa River and the amount of rainfall. 3) Function of the habitat differed between the

two target canals, suggesting the function of a habitat depends on the type and density of vegetation, water depth
and other factors.

Key Words: Unlined agricultural canals, Migration range, Loach Misgurnus angwlltcaudatus Monitoring of
marked individuals
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