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HISTORICAL BACKGROUND OF RIVER IMPROVEMENT IN THE YASAKA RIVER
AND THE WHOLE STORY OF CONSERVATION OF MARUYAMA DEEP'
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Historical background of the river improvement in the Yasaka River in Oita Prefecture was investi-
gated. The history of struggle of landowners on both shores of the river bends dates back to around 400
years. In recent years, straightening works of the river bend and land reclamation of the river bed have
been conducted simultaneously, while exchanging the old farm land and the new one to be produced from
the river bed. The river bends have very rich estuarine environment with mixing of sea and fresh water. A
part of the river bends named ‘Maruyama deep' was to be conserved. The whole story is described.
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