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The river improvement policy was modified twelve years ago to address the conservation and
restoration of the river environment in addition to flood control that had been given top priority. In 1997,
the River Law was revised to add the "improvement and conservation of the river environment" as one of
its objectives. The Environmental Impact Assessment Law was enforced in June 1999. Greater efforts
are now required for conserving or restoring the river environment. To that end, the definition of the goal
is important. Next, methods must be established for properly estimating and evaluating the response of
the river environment to the impact of river improvement and other measures. Numerous studies have

already been made in this respect.

This paper describes the issues related to the conservation and restoration of the river environment
as well as introducing the papers presented at the symposium.

KeyWords: river environment, conservation, restoration, definition of goa s, impact and response,
habitat evaluation, estimation and evaluation, preliminary studies, follow -up studies
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