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ISSUE AND RECENT ATTEMPT OF SETTING METODS OF RIVER FLOW OBJECTIVES IN
JAPAN ESPECIALLY FOCOUS ON ECOLOGICAL REQUIREMENTS
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It is decided to set River Flow Objectives (RFOs) in class A rivers and class B rivers by the government

ordinance for Enforcement of the River Low in Japan. The Setting Methods Guideline of RFOs by Ministry

of Construction shows a basic method. But the setting method for ecological requirements is not sufficient.

In this report, recent attempt of setting method of RFOs is introduced. The method is Habitat Quality

Approach that is one of Biological response modeling. Some habitats are classified for a segment of a river

and change of habitat quality by river flow change is estimated.

This method is distinguished from IFIM

by grasping that habitats are living place for flora and fauna and not to aggregate of physical elements. It

provides us very good information to set RFOs.
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