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IN THE YODO RIVER
AND ITS ECOLOGICAL MEANINGS
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The Yodo River has been improved for the fl
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ood protection and the water utilization by using the

modern technology since 1874. Those improvement works destroyed the stagnant water regions and
gentle current regions which provided the precious habitats for fishes and emergent plants. On the other
hand, a lot of constructed groins made “Wando” water regions which became the substitutes for
stagnant regions and also the habitats for the various kinds of fish. During the last 30 years, most of
them were lost by the improvement works, and the water characteristics in “Wando” are being changed
and the habitats are endangered. This paper discloses how and why “Wando” can be important and has
provided precious habitats for the last 130 years, and how they are declined in recent years. Finally, the

ecological meanings of “Wand” and restoration
discussed.
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