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The effect and ecosystem of an artificial vegetated island,

Ukishima, in Lake Kasumigaura
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By Keigo NAKAMURA, Takashi YASUMOCHI, and Yukihiro SHIMATANI

Abstract: The expression Ukishima is here used for an artificial vegetated float island
installed in lakes or in dam reservoirs. There are many functions of an Ukishima
concerning water environment management such as water purification, an artificial habitat,
and improvement of lake shore scenery etc. In this study the function of an Ukishima as
habitat in Lake Kasumigaura was mainly investigated. This survey made it clear that
Ukishima works as habitat for fishes and prawns, and the biomass at Ukishima is 2.6
times larger compared to the control stations.
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