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ANALYZING THE GEOMETRIC STRUCTURE
OF SHURIJO-CASTLE’S UNAH-PLACE IN OKINAWA

Hitoshi IEDA

Unah-place of Shurijo-castle in Okinawa, Japan, is a historical quadrilateral place with no parallel
sides, surrounded by four wood buildings of national treasures, which was constructed step by step, often
lost by fire, and repeatedly reconstructed till now. The geometric shape of the place is a kind of “mys-
tery”’; opposing two vertices have right angles which implies that the four corners of the place locate on a
circle, however, the straight causeway, Ukimichi, coming from the gate confronts the center of the main
buildings noticeably askew by 9 degrees. This paper discusses the geometry of the place based on a hy-
potheses-comparison approach, and suggests that Unah-place might have been constructed containing an

amazing significance of geometric harmony.
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