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On the road development in the Meiji era.
- A real image of ‘Railroad priority policy’ -

Setsuo HIRAI, Eiji HATO

In the Meiji era, the railway construction law was enacted, and the railway network was developed rapidly. The
government tried to establish the road law, but was only successful in the following Taisho era. A route national network
was defined, but the development was insufficient. For these reasons, it is generally said that during the Meiji era,
railroads were given priority over road development. However, road traffic was heavy compared to the Edo era, and
there must have been a high demand for road development in areas where railways had not been laid. The purpose of
this research is to elucidate whether there was a policy at the national level that gave priority to railway development
over road development, and if so, how it was proposed and how it came into effect.
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