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A HISTORICAL STUDY ON THE FIRST OFFICIAL PLAN OF 
METROPOLITAN EXPRESSWAY 

 
Hironao KOZAWA 

 
This paper clarifies the planning history and route planning features of “The Plan for Metropolitan Ex-

pressway in Japan”, published as National Capital Construction Committee Notice No.12, April 1953. As 
a result of the survey of previous research and literatures and the analysis using geographic information 
systems, the possibility of route selection based on the war-damaged reconstruction plan roads and the 
similarity with the route alignment of the present Metropolitan Expressway emerged. 
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