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The Role of Temples in the Early Establishment of Old Nagasaki City

Ryohei KIHARA and Tomoya ISHIBASHI

Temples have been closely connected to people's lives since ancient times, and have played an im-
portant role in community gatherings, welfare, and education. However, it has been pointed out that the
number of temples is decreasing due to financial difficulties. In this study, we focus on temples in such a
situation and try to reconsider their role in the region. Taking the old Nagasaki city as a case study, we
investigated the location of temples in the old Nagasaki city in modern times and the role played by
churches, parks and temples in the old Nagasaki city. We have shown That temples built on the site of
churches were treated as advocates of the Christian prohibition and the ruins of a temple was selected for
the first Nagasaki Prefectural Park in response to the Grand Council of State Proclamation No. 16 of the
Meiji period, based on the use of the land and its location.



