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RESEARCH ON AGRICULTURAL IRRIGATION FACILITIES
AS A LOCAL RESOURCE

Naoto TANAKA and Ryotaro OTSU

In recent years, Japan's farming communities have been in a state of decline due to a variety of factors,
including the declining birthrate, aging population, and lack of successors, and agriculture is also in a crit-
ical situation. On the other hand, for sustainable urban development, it is also important to promote the
understanding and attachment of local residents to their own region and to the agricultural water utilization
facilities that have supported local agriculture for many years. The purpose of this study was to consider
the agricultural irrigation facilities recognized as World Heritage of Irrigation Facilities as a regional re-
source and to discuss how they should be utilized. For this purpose, firstly it is surveyed that the utilization
of World Irrigation Heritage sites in Japan and summarized the effects and challenges of tourism, regional
study, and park utilization by summarizing previous studies. In addition, interview survey which the actual
users of agricultural irrigation facilities in Otsu Town and Kikuyo Town, Kumamoto Prefecture were con-
ducted, and the utilization of agricultural irrigation facilities as regional assets were discussed.



