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THE EFFECT OF RIVER IMPROVEMENT IN EARLY 1600S
ON RICE FIELD DEVELOPMENT AT ISHINOMAKI PLAIN

Mitsuki KANAYAMA, and Katsuya HIRANO

Japanese modern river improvement is to keep flood in the river with high embankment. But, Japan has
enter demographic decline period. It means that serious budget constraint will easily occured. Thus it is
important to reconsider how landuse planning related to river before modern. Therefore, reration between
river improvement and rice field development were surbeyed, focused on early 1600s in Ishinomaki Plain,

it is famous river improvement area before modern in Japan.

As a result of surbey, “Sagami dote” improvements caused rapid rice field developments, another hand,
“Sansen Bunryu” improvement area has low speed of the developments. This facts mean that flood con-
trol was not so important in 1600s in Japan. Developping a river transportation had a priority, even rice
field development became hard. This result has good suggestion for future Japanese river improvement in

demographic decline period.
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