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STUDY ON THE UTILIZATION AND APPLICATION OF HISTORICAL
IRRIGATION SYSTEMS IN KUMAMOTO PREFECTURE

Naoto TANAKA and Kazuki SONODA

In this research, it is investigated that present situation and problems for utilization and application of
historical irrigation systems registered in the World Heritage Irrigation Structures in Kumamoto prefecture.
The purpose of this research is to clarify the utilization of historical irrigation facilities connected regional
resources. In this research, there are two case studies, the Kumagawa basin and the Shirakawa basin. Spe-
cifically, workshops are hold for grasping the inhabitants’ image of regional resources and ideas of utiliza-
tion of historical irrigation facilities, and interview surveys for several organizations are hold. As a result
of the research, it is important for utilization of historical irrigation facilities not only for inherent agricul-
tural use, but also for utilization for "education" and "tourism", and collaboration of each relationship and
regional resources. It is obvious that comprehensive utilization of this system is necessary.
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