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PORTS AND HARBOURS IN JAPAN DURING EDO ERA AND THE MODERN AGE 
 

By Takeo SIMAZAKI 
 
Abstract: During the Edo Era in Japan, many river ports and canals have been developed in all over the 
country. These ports and canals were used by the ships for the internal means of the transportation. These 
ports and canals contributed to the internal transportation. But, the ports and harbours in Japan were 
restricted only for the utilization of the domestic trade ships owing to the national isolation policy. Only 
two ports, Nagasaki and Izuhara were opened to the Dutch, the Chinese and the Korean ships. After the 
opening of Japan in the Meizi Era, therefore, Japanese people has devoted themselves entirely to the 
construction of the ports and harbours for the ships for the foreign trade. 
key words; the construction of the port and harbor facilities during the national isolation policy, the 
construction of the ports and harbours for the ships for the foreign trade during the Meizi Era 
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