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INTERNATIONAL ACTIVITIES OF JAPAN DURING THE EARLY MODERN TIMES  
AND THE DEVELOPMENT IN THE FIELDS OF PORTS AND HARBOURS  

 
By Takeo SIMAZAKI 

 
Abstract: In 1613, the Sendai clan under the command of Masamune DATE built a ship named 
Mutumaru (San Juan Bautista) and dispatched the Keityou Era Mission to Europe 
in command of Tunenaga HASEKURA , including Luis Sotelo, the missionary, to Spain via Nueva 
Espana. On November 2th,1613 the Mission started the Sendai Bay and arrived at Acapulco on 
January 2, 1613 through 88 days sailing. The Mission executed the transpacific sailing twice. The 
great achievement, nevertheless, was not succeeded because of the national isolation policy by the 
government of Edo. Owing to the national isolation policy during Edo Era, the construction of the 
port and harbor facilities was restricted to that for the internal trade except the foreign trade. 
kkey words: Keityou Era Mission to Europe, Tunenaga HASEKURA, the construction of the port and 
harbor facilities during the national isolation policy 
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