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From Lord Gurzon of Kedleston.
TO TUE EDITOR QF THE TIME:

Siv,—Sumething like econsternation has, T
think. heen aronsed e ihe publie wind by the
announeement that a Conmaitter of the Lundon
County Canneil has proposed the complete and
immedinte demolition of the existing Waterloo
Bridge and_the crection of another bridge in

1925 4EHD Y — 2 —)L—4& ¥

we have not so many of the former as te Lo
content, exeeplt for the most overwhehning
reasons, to sacritice one of the grandest among
them,

Upon the engineering aspect of the ease T
o nou prestme (o speak.  But while the able
engineers of the L.C.C. hiave adviced that ihe
Brideo cannot he rebuilt or repaired. there are,

am_told, other_eneineers. not less competent

its place. The Fine Arts O , of whicl

aud experienced, who hold an entirely opposite

an a menther, disenssed the matter at theie
last mecting, and asked {0 be heard by the
County Uouneil before a final deeision is taken.
The meeting, 10 which the LAC. eonrteously
wssented, having heen tixed at an lour on
Thesday when, owing to snother engagenent, T
camot possibly attend, 1 ask your permission
o sy a few words in your cohmnns on the
subjeet,

The question may be rezarded fiom several
points of view—the wsihetie, the enginvering,
publie convenienee and {raffic. and what 1 niay
call the national and eivie interest,

The Fine Arts Commission would only have &
right 1o advise upon the first of these. A~ 10
this. 1 need not waste words in arguing how
great and irreparable the loss would be 10 the
beautics of London, 1o the stately  panorama
of the ltiver, and to the potentinlities of the
Embankment—certain one day to be crected
on the Rennie’s  bridge,
admitiedly the finest in England, and une of the
fimest i the world, were to be removed. We
Tiave Tiany admirable {and a_few appalling)
arehiteeturval Teatures in our Capital Cily ; but

ather  sire—if

X 2

opidon. \nd, indeed. to o fayman it would
appear astonishing if the hanieal
al our age were not equal to saving this simple
and comparatively modern structure from col-
lapse. while they can contemplate without
pprehension the stupendous task of guaran~
{eeing the seenrily of the dome of St. 'aols,
Is there any sulficient reason why, if it can be
establishod thar the bridee can be underpinned
or otherwise preserved, it should not be retained
for purpases of passenger and light vehicnls
or mator traflie, while the question of the larger,
and wider. and stronger bridge that is required
in these and neighbovring parts of the river is
exhaustively explored ?

The guestion of teaflic may be. and probahly
is. anaremnent for a new and wider hridee in
thix nerehhonrhowd. tie position of whieh is a
legitimate subjeet for disenssion.  Bot it does
TN0L Hppea au arsument either for destroy-
ing the existime hridue, if 1L ean be maintained
as a subsidiary or cupplanental line of com-
wnnication. or for creeting another hridee on
exactly the swne  site, presaminge that  an

alternative and equally suitable sito can be
et T

1925.2.24 B D2 A LRI A1— > (Lord

Curzon, 1859-1925) ICK b EEENz T+ —&%—)L—
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