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The Road Traffics during the Edo Era in Japan

Bl He
by Takeo SIMAZAKI

Abstract: The Japanese Society has rushed into the modern ages from the pre-modern ages, the Edo Era,
through the Meizi Restoration. I will examine the succession and the severance of the two ages in the field
of the land and regional developments in Japan. As the first step, I have made researches on the road
traffic during the Edo Era in this paper. As a result, the followings are indicated; 1) The main roads
system (Kaidd system) had sustained the human transport during the Edo Era. 2) According to the
European traveller’s diaries through Japan during the Edo Era, the roads had been crowded and
maintained in the good conditions, but without the carriages and the wagons. 3) As Japan was the
mountainous country, the roads had many steep slopes, but the up and down grade of 1/20 was the limit
gradient with the men and beasts powers. 4 In an example, the freight charges through the roads
amounted to 17 times of that by the coastal route. 5) In the results, the freight traffic during the Edo Era
had been mainly shouldered by the coastal and inland water transportation.
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