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The modern Land/Regional Developments in Japan have been prepared.

Sl
by Takeo SIMAZAKI

Abstract: During the Edo Era, the human transport had been shouldered by the main roads system (Kaid6
system) in Japan. On the other side, the freight traffic had been mainly shouldered by the coastal and
inland transportation. The eastward coastal freight route and the westward coastal freight route arranged
by Zuiken KAWAMURA had completed the coastal transportation services around Japan. The Higaki
cargo-vessel and the Taru cargo-vessel had connected Osaka and Edo by the coastal route. After the Meizi
Restoration, the railway system has been imported into Japan from the Western countries, which has
become the principal transportation system in Japan in the Meizi Era. But, we must pay attention to the
fact that the railway system has been constructed in accordance with the main road system(Kaido system)
formulated during the Edo Era, that is, the railway system in the Meizi Era has been constructed on the

base of the main road system in the Edo Era.
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