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abstract

This paper overviews the construction system of the Higo Clan. In the territory of

the clan, more than 180 masonry bridges were constructed by a skillful mason group

of this region. The discussion focuses not on the group but on the system with

administrative organization, tax system and management of officers which must

have been more crucial than the technique of the mason. It is in this system that the

regional officers could build their own construction projects for the development of

their territory. Closed to the foreign countries, the situation of Japan at the Edo

period is often considered to be a specific part of the civilization. Such construction

system established in Japan at that time would be an interesting example for the

history of civilizations.
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