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Centralise or Decentralise? - The Change of the Harbour Works Policy in Modem Japan

FalE R

By Akira INAYOSHI

Abstract

There were two ways to carry out the harbour works for the government of Japan. Onc was the centralising

way that invested the capital in a few ports in order to win the international competition. Another was the

decentralising way that constructed the smaller port all over the country to restrain the distribution cost.

Although Japan's harbour works policy had adopted the centraising way until mid-Mciji cra, it was

changed to another. This paper focuses on the dispute with the Osaka Harbour Works (1897-1915) to

examine the change of the harbour works policy in Modern Japan.
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