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Pre-Modern History on Nishigawa Canal in Okayama

NS A T

Yoshiro ONO and Shinpei TAKEUCHI

ABSTRACT
The history of development and enlarging on a canal named Nishigawa that means “West River” in
Okayama was investigated through 17 to 19C. The canal was available for irrigation system
around the pre modern urban area of Okayama, water supply for drinking, fire prevention and
industrial usage. After the construction of modern water supply system in 1905, these use of the
canal decreased and its water quality was polluted because of lack of management. Nishigawa
green belt park was constructed in 1972 after the sewage treatment and sewer collection system was

established in 1963.
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