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PRESENT STATE AND PROBLEMS OF RATIONALIZED CONSTRUCTION OF CONCRETE DAMS
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SYNOPSIS

The River Bureau of the Japanese Ministry of Construction is actively engaged in
efforts to realize rationalized construction of concrete dams. The paper de-
scribes dam construction by the RCD Method,development of which was pioneered in
the world by the Ministry, the concrete pump method being studied with small-
scale dams as objects, and dam construction methods using belt conveyors, sorts
out the problems encountered, and also cites the trends in studies on concrete
dams in other countries of the world.
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T. Hirose is Director, Hokuriku Regional Construction Bureau, Ministry of Con-
struction, Prior to this he was Chief, Development Section, River Bureau of the
Ministry where for many years he was in a position to guide and supervise dam
technology of Japan from an overall standpoint, Particularly, as the leader on
the executive side of research on the RCD Method at the Ministry of Construction
he organized a structure for cooperation between governmental, academic and
private circles, and contributed greatly to completion of Shimajigawa and Ohkawa
Dams by the RCD Method ahead of the rest of the world. In 1980, as the repre-
sentative person in RCD research, he received the Yoshida Prize, the highest
award of the Japan Society of Civil Engineers in concrete engineering.

S. Takebayashi was formerly Assistant Chief, Development Section, River Bureau,
Ministry of Construction, and is presently Chief, Planning Section, Japan Dam
Engineering Center.
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