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ACTIVITY REPORT OF RESEARCH SUBCOMMITTEE FOR DISASTER
MITIGATION OF THE WATER CYCLE NETWORK

Secretariat of the subcomittiee

The Great East Japan Earthquake and the Great Hanshin Earthquake revealed that interruption of
sewage treatment systems could cause significant damages to water utilization in our modern soceity.
These disasters exposed the difficulty to depend on the potential ability of natural purification to
substitute the damaged sewage networks, when a scale and an intensity of disaster exceed the intended
limit. The unintended disasters, e.g. millennium tsunami disasters, may cause secondary disasters such as
plague outbreaks and pollutions of the nature due to eutrophication. This subcommetee researches an
efficient and disaster-resistant waster cycle network as well as reasonable countermeasures for
purification facilities in coastal areas against earthquake and tsunami. The final goal of our activity is to
propose a strategy for decreasing the residual risks of the next inevitable disaster.



