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Resident evacuation from tsunamis during the 2011 Great East Japan earthquake
based on newspaper articles

Shinichiro MORI and Jun UGUMORI

Pacific-coastal areas of Tohoku region were totally swept by the devastating tsunamis triggered by the
2011 Great East Japan Earthquake. Almost all of some nineteen thousands victims’ deaths are due to
drowning in the tunamis. In order to clarify the actual situation of residential evacuation from tsunami
risks anticipated after the earthquake, we collected and analyzed newspaper articles related to resident’s
tsunami evacuation. Focusing Iwate and Miyagi Prefectures, appropriate and inappropriate evacuation
timing are statistically discussed from the viewpoint of difference between survivers and victims, and so
on. Immediate evacuation is confirmed to be only successful one. We can say that evacuation leading
requires some time control.
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