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LONG-TERM EFFECTS OF SOCIAL RESPONSES IN THE 1994 MINDORO
TSUNAMI DISASTER IN ORIENTAL MINDORO, PHILIPPINES

Yoshihiro OKUMURA, Kenji HARADA, Edison GICA, Tomoyuki TAKAHASHI,
Shunichi KOSHIMURA, Shingo SUZUKI and Yoshiaki KAWATA

This study aimes to find out long-term effects of social responses in the 1994 Mindoro tsunami
disaste in Oriental Mindoro, Phillipines. The main findings are as follows; first, ownership of land is not
given to residents in every relocation site. Some residents in the relocation site given no ownership moved
back to their original location. On the other hands, all residents in the relocation site given ownership
didn’t yet. Secondly, for many fishermen who are forced to move out from their original location near the
sea, a river side port near their relocation site was constructed. The distance from their village to that port
is about 200m, and the distance from the port to the sea is about 750m. It is important for their not leaving
their relocation site. Third, residents, who rebuilt their houses in area regulated settlements, were not
given by governmental support in recovery process. So, they used the bank loan when they want to live in
the original location. This high cost may make it difficult to build their houses in the regulated area.
Finally, children who were born after the disaster and those who came to these villages after the disaster
are getting more in last 14 years. The local government developed an evacuation program, and served the
local high schools. So, children who have no memories of the disaster can know about the experience of
these areas.



