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DAMAGE OF BAIHUA BRIDGE AND HUILAN BRIDGE IN 2008 WENCHUAN, 

CHINA EARTHQUAKE 

 

Yoshikazu TAKAHASHI, Kazuhiro KAWASHIMA, Zhishen Wu, Hanbin Ge  

and Jiandong Zhang 

 
   This is a reconnaissance report on damage of Baihua bridge and Huilan bridge during the 2008 

Wenchuan, China earthquake. Baihua Bridge was nearly a 500 m long PC girdge bridge on Chine route 

213 connecting Yingxiu and Dujianyang and the four continuous curved section collapsed. Collapse of 

piers due to capacity deterioration at the lateral beam and column connections could directly result in 

collapse of Baihua bridge. Huilan Bridge is an interchange bridge in Mianyang. This bridge consists of a 

main bridge and four curved ramp bridges for light vehicles. Ramp bridges suffered damage at their piers. 

The girders of the small radius of curvature were alternatively supported by rubber pad bearings and rigid 

connection. This structure could cause the flexure and shear failure of piers. 

  

 


