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DAMAGE CHARACTERISTICS AND TRAFFIC PERFORMANCE OF HIGHWAY
IN 2004 MID NIIGATA EARTHQUAKE

Ken-ichi TOKIDA, Kazuhiro ODA, Y asuyuki NABESHIMA and Y uusuke EGAWA

Because the Mid Niigata Earthquake in 2004 occurred at the local and mountainous regions, the
highway facilities such as road embankments and road slopes were damaged severely and the road
performance were interrupted at many sites. For future earthquake disaster prevention, it is very important
to clarify the characteristics of damage factor, damage level and road performance induced by earth-
quakes.

This study conducts to estimate the characteristics of damage level of road facilities such as
embankment, slope and bridge and the regulation of road traffic after the earthquake based on the data
obtained by field investigation and other references. Several effective lessons on the damage level and
road performance just after the earthquake can be obtained in this study.



